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NOTIFICATION
On amendments of the Protocol relating to the Madrid Agreement concerning the international registration of marks 
To further facilitate organizations and individuals of member states to register their trademarks under the Madrid system, at Meetings of the 38th Assemblies of the Member States of World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), the General Assembly and the Madrid Union Assembly, Article 9 sexies of the Madrid Protocol (provision on Protection of the Madrid Agreement), Implementation Regulation and fees for international registration were amended. These amendments shall come into effect in the member states of the Madrid Union as of 1st September 2008.
The National Office of Intellectual Property of Vietnam hereby notifies those amendments to serve the needs for registration of Vietnamese trademarks abroad. 
1. The Protocol shall be an instrument governing applications originated from a state which is contracting party to both the Madrid Agreement (the Agreement) and Madrid Protocol (the Protocol) and designated a contracting party to both the Agreement and the Protocol. The notifications on refusal period and individual fees of contracting parties shall not be applied for applications governed by both the Agreement and the Protocol. 
Given that, Vietnamese individuals and organizations registering their marks under the Madrid system shall have the following options:

- Where the designated countries are contracting parties to both the Agreement and the Protocol or to the Protocol only, applications for international registration of trademarks shall be made in MM2 form and filed after filing date in Vietnam and the language may be in either French or English.
- Where one or all designated countries are contracting parties to the Agreement only, applications for international registration shall be made in MM3 form and filed after filing date in Vietnam and the language may be in either French or English.
2. Additional fees (for each designated country) and supplementary fees (for each class of goods/services exceed four) shall increase from 73 Swiss France to 100 Swiss France. 
3. The number of designated countries shall be extended only after the application is filed in Vietnam, the applied language may be French or English and the applicant may request the National Office of Intellectual Property of Vietnam (the country of origin) for extension of protection or file the request directly at the International Bureau (WIPO) in Geneva, Switzerland. 
4. Any requests for denunciation or invalidation of international registration shall be filed at the National Office of Intellectual Property of Vietnam or directly at the International Bureau (WIPO) in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Further information on amendments of the Protocol, list of contracting parties of the Madrid System and forms of requests for international registration could be found at www.wipo.int/madrid





	Cc:

· Provicial Departments of Science and Technology (for information); 

· Industrial property service organizations;

- IP Information Centre (for website publishing);

- Archives, Registration Division.
	Director General
(signed)
Tran Viet Hung
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